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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claims 14-17, 24-27 and 31-34 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Niida et al. (EP 0938218 A2). 

[claim 14] 

Regarding claim 14, Niida discloses an image supply device used in a recording 
system in which the image supply device and a recording apparatus communicate with 
each other via a communication interface, and image data is transmitted from the image 
supply device to the recording apparatus and recorded (Figure 1 ) comprising: command 
issuing means for issuing a predetermined command to the recording apparatus (Figure 
1, Item 109; Figures 4A-4C); reception means for receiving a signal from the recording 
apparatus after said command issuing means issues the predetermined command 
(Figure 1, Item 109; Figures 4A-4C); determining means for determining whether the 
signal received by the reception means is a response corresponding to the 
predetermined command and control means for controlling an issuing timing of a next 
command to the recording apparatus in a case where said determination means 
determines that the signal is not the response corresponding to the predetermined 
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command (Figure 11; Paragraphs 0195-0223). 
[claim 15] 

Regarding claim 15, Niida discloses a control means which delays the issuing 
timing of the next command by a predetermined time period (Figure 11; Paragraphs 
0195-0223). 
[claim 16] 

Regarding claim 16, Niida discloses changing the reply period depending on 
whether an error has occurred in transmission. The examiner notes that since errors 
randomly occur in transmissions, the time period will be randomly changed (i.e. 
immediately sending the next command or waiting a time period if an error occurs), 
[claim 17] 

Regarding claim 17, Niida discloses waiting a time period whenever an error 
occurs in transmission (i.e. the signal is not the response corresponding to the 
predetermined command). Every time an error occurs, the time period starts over (i.e. 
is updated) and the system waits for the time period to expire prior to sending the next 
command (i.e. retrying; Figure 11, Paragraphs 0195-0223). 
[claims 24-27] 

Claims 24-27 are method claims corresponding to apparatus claims 14-17. 
Therefore, claims 24-27 are analyzed and rejected as previously discussed with respect 
to claims 14-17. 
[claims 31-34] 
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Claims 31-34 are method claims corresponding to apparatus claims 14-17. 
Therefore, claims 31-34 are analyzed and rejected as previously discussed with respect 
to claims 14-17. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 18-21 , 24-27 and 35-38 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Tanaka et al. (US 2001/0048534 A1 ) in view of Niida et al. (EP 
0938218 A2). 

[claim 18] 

Regarding claim 18, Tanaka discloses a recording apparatus used in a recording 
system in which an image supply device and the recording apparatus communicate with 
each other via a communication interface, and image data is transmitted form the image 
supply device to the recording apparatus and recorded (Figure 1), comprising: 
command issuing means for issuing a predetermined command to the image supply 
device (Figure 5, Item 1 36; Figure 8) and reception means for receiving a signal from 
the image supply device after the command issuing means issues the predetermined 
command (Figure 5, item 136; Figure 8). However, Tanaka does not disclose a 
determination means or control means as claimed. 
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Niida discloses a communication system including a determining means for 
determining whether the signal received by the reception means is a response 
corresponding to the predetermined command and control means for controlling an 
issuing timing of a next command to the recording apparatus in a case where said 
determination means determines that the signal is not the response corresponding to 
the predetermined command (Figure 11; Paragraphs 0195-0223). Niida further 
discloses that by implementing the disclosed communication system more secure 
communication can be assured, a busy state of the destination node is prevented from 
occurring frequently and a deadlock can be prevented (Paragraph 0223). Therefore, it 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to implement a determination means and control means as disclosed by Niida in 
the system of Tanaka to assure secure communication and prevent a frequent busy 
state of the destination node and deadlock, 
[claim 19] 

Regarding claim 19, Niida discloses a control means which delays the issuing 
timing of the next command by a predetermined time period (Figure 11; Paragraphs 
0195-0223). 
[claim 20] 

Regarding claim 20, Niida discloses changing the reply period depending on 
whether an error has occurred in transmission. The examiner notes that since errors 
randomly occur in transmissions, the time period will be randomly changed (i.e. 
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immediately sending the next command or waiting a time period if an error occurs), 
[claim 21] 

Regarding claim 21, Niida discloses waiting a time period whenever an error 
occurs in transmission (i.e. the signal is not the response corresponding to the 
predetermined command). Every time an error occurs, the time period starts over (i.e. 
is updated) and the system waits for the time period to expire prior to sending the next 
command (i.e. retrying; Figure 11, Paragraphs 0195-0223). 
[claims 24-27] 

Claims 24-27 are method claims corresponding to apparatus claims 18-21. 
Therefore, claims 24-27 are analyzed and rejected as previously discussed with respect 
to claims 18-21. 
[claims 35-38] 

Claims 35-38 are method claims corresponding to apparatus claims 18-21 . Therefore, 
claims 35-38 are analyzed and rejected as previously discussed with respect to claims 
18-21. 

Conclusion 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Timothy J. Henn whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
7310. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 9:00 AM - 6:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Vivek Srivastava can be reached on (571) 272-7304. The fax phone 
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number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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